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SUBJECT: PRESS QUERIES ON FOOD AID TO INDIA 

1. FOLLOWING IS CONTINGENCY PRESS GUIDANCE USED WITH 
AP AND NY TIMES CORRESPONDENTS SEPTEMBER 13 ALTHOUGH 
TOPIC DID NOT COME UP IN NOON PRESS BRIEFING. REPORTERS' 
INTEREST STIRRED BY WEINRAUB PIECES AND SEPTEMBER 13 PRESS 
BREAKFAST WITH TIKKI KAUL. 

2. QUESTION: HAVE THE INDIANS APPROACHED US ABOUT FOOD? 

ANSWER: THE INDIANS HAVE DESCRIBED TO US ON SEVERAL 
OCCASIONS THE KIND OF PROBLEMS THEY FACE THIS YEAR IN 
GRAIN IMPORT REQUIREMENTS AND HAVE EXPRESSED THE HOPE 
THAT WE COULD BE HELPFUL. I UNDERSTAND INDIAN AMBASSADOR 
KAUL SAW SECRETARY BUTZ EARLIER THIS WEEK. THEY HAVE 
ALREADY PURCHASED COMMERCIALLY ABOUT 1.5 MILLION TONS 
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3. QUESTION: HOW MUCH DID THEY ASK FOR? 

ANSWER: NO SPECIFIC AMOUNTS WERE DISCUSSED. FURTHERMORE, 
THEY HAVE NOT REQUESTED PL 480 AID. THEY HAVE INQUIRED 
ABOUT FOOD CONTRIBUTIONS THE U.S. MIGHT MAKE IN RESPONSE 
TO THE SPECIAL UNGA APPEAL FOR THE MOST SERIOUSLY 

AFFECTED COUNTRIES AND IN THAT CONTEXT DESCRIBED TO 
US INDIA'S OVERALL REQUIREMENTS. 

4. QUESTION: WHAT ARE THESE? 

ANSWER: THAT'S A QUESTION YOU SHOULD PUT TO THE 
INDIANS. 

5. QUESTION: WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO? 

ANSWER: AS YOU KNOW, WE ARE LOOKING AT THE FOOD 
SITUATION IN INDIA AS WELL AS OTHER COUNTRIES WITH 
SIMILAR FOOD PROBLEMS. NO DECISIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN. KISSINGER 
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